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SUBJECT: SPINY LOBSTER FISHING 

REF STATE 296102 

NICARAGUAN LAW ON FISHERIES OF FEBRUARY 7, 1961 ESTABLISHES A 
REQUIREMENT FOR LICENSES FROM THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMY. NO 
DISTINCTION IS MADE IN LAW BETWEEN NATIONAL OR FOREIGN APPLICANTS 
BUT IT DOES REQUIRE THE PROCESSING OF THE PITCH IN NICARAGUA. 

AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, THE NUMBER OF BOATS FISHING FOR SHRIMP 
AND LOBSTER IS LIMITED BY LICENSING REQUIREMENT TO PREVENT 
OVER-FISHING. IT IS DOUBTFUL LICENSES WILL BE GRANTED TO FOREIGN 
FISHERMEN UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY A SUBSTANTIAL ON-SHORE 
INVESTMENT AND THEN ONLY IF THE GON WAS CONVINCED ADDITIONAL 
LICENSES WOULD NOT LEAD TO OVER-FISHING. 
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